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Pastor Hinn in Nigerian money row

In late April, scores of “Four million dollars AB@OM)o BOMVo MYABai
giant billboards and thousands otlown the drain,” he shouted into Oo0)0101 0@ MSAD HalImEH90
wall posters all over Lagosthe microphone from the huge s wmosmial TVEIRBMHBAD
proclaimed the first of three daysrostrum. He said that he had bee&bgﬂ@mg AUAOMAIW VoAl
of divine miracles and healing forassured by the local organising, S s =l0100lcd dsanmow]
at least six million Nigerians - butcommittee that at least six million ., sl ) Oleajods’ 9aKg)am).
at the end of the third day, thergpeople would attend the crusa j%@m%o A IDEHS)OD FYB}HB)OS
was more bickering over moneybut the total turnout was onl/aq)émo’ GEONUOIHIWeS aIy0e
than praise to God for mercyaround one million. As a resul 10103, CVOMIBBE: 1B Mo
received. The vehicle of thehe realised that all the mega pub|g:m566]31@(1,6,@EIOO OISEYNIN)
expected wonders of the Holyaddress equipment he had floy Qge,@g@ms,e,@@m) @R le)am).

Spirit was the UNited States-in from the US was not needed DBGomQIed mlan  eiela

convinced, are lurking around thdived in a rented flat in a non-
corner to pull them down. Thesefashionable part of Lagos.

are the big spenders in the

churches. The

Devoted service

at a five-star hotel was arrestecs promised by his pastor.

The man confessed that
attraction,he gave all the money to his
perhaps, lies in the often-quotedPentecostal church in cash and
biblical injunction that “givers equipment. In another case a bank
never lack” and the fact that mostlerk stole 40 million naira from his
pastors don’t ask the donors hovemployer and gave 10 million to
they make the money they give. his church as ‘seed money’ in the
belief that the seed would
In March 2003, a cashiergerminate and yield several fold

based evangelist Benny Hinn,
who flew into Nigeria in a about some claimed expenditures

He also complained

Oleaods” andeR ©)alom@.

Gulfstream private jet with a largethe charges imposed on pastors

retinue that

for allegedly stealing nearly 40 Many Nigerians believe
million naira (then about thata large number of pastors are
US$400,000) from his employer.honest and devoted to the service

included hiswho attended his day-timeumbrella body of PentecostaHis colleagues were shockedf God and mankind. But they

bodyguards. He was received aseminar, and journalists whochurches nationwide - to inve-because there was nothing toeadily take umbrage under the

Lagos airport in a motorcade ofsought to cover the crusade.

Hummer

jeeps and other

He then announced

stigate the funding controversy.suggest that he was living aboveé/oruba saying that “only God

The Pentecostal faith inhis means - he had no car and henows who serves Him truly.”

expensive cars. publicly that he would not Nigeria is a veritable goldmine,
The deaf would hear, theprovide any more funds, and thajudging by the opulence of mos
blind would see, the lame wouldthe local organisers should payofits pastors. Itis made even mor
jump and walk, barren womenall outstanding bills from the attractive because incomes o
would conceive, the joblesscollections they made on the firstchurches are tax-exempt. Nearl
would gain employment, and thetwo days. Hinn's complaints all the churches are the privatg
enemy - both seen and unseeninstantly overshadowed theproperty of their pastors or
would be vanquished. Mentionspiritual context of the event.founders and their immediatg
any problem - physical, spiritual, Some people from thefamilies. In an economic
economic - Hinn had come withcongregation came out to declarenvironment in which the majority
the instant solution. But thingsthat they received healing andbf Nigeria's estimated 130 million
did not go well. other miracles after the prayerspopulation has been impove
About 300,000 people but they were hardly audible.  rished by unemployment, lack of
attended the event each night - a The Nigerian head of the basic social infrastructure ang
modest congregation by Nigerianocal organising committee, rising inflation, the church has
crusade standards. It is estimateBishop Joseph Olanrewajubecome the last refuge for man
that about 1 million worshippers Obembe, accused other Nigeriampeople.
attend the monthly Holy GhostPentecostal preachers of The favoured churches
Congress service organised bgabotaging the crusade andhire the new-generation Pents
The Redeemed Christian Churclpeddling false information to costal assemblies, that are owng
God (RCCG) at the same venue.Hinn and his aides out of envy,and managed solely by fast
Whatever disappointment he feltand to discredit him. talking American-style pastors.
on the first and second days of
the miracle crusade, Hinn kept tea committee was set up by thefter the pastors for “spiritual
himself - but he opened up withleadership of the Pentecostaprotection” from imaginary

Soon after the crusade,Rich and powerful Nigerians run|

MI6oRUdS6NJo G3@]

[oN

AROD  Oalelnl:

anger on the final day. Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) - the ‘enemies’ who, they are

]
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