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2400335 20D~IOIO ~NOCODAODND)?

Book of Genesis, the first verse Only thus do we
of the whole Bible, John began become capable of that genuine
the prologue of his Gospel with dialogue of cultures and religions
the words: “In the beginning was so urgently needed today. In the
the logos. This is the very word Western world it is widely held
used by the emperor: God actsthat only positivistic reason and
with logos Logosmeans both the forms of philosophy based
reason and word - a reason whicHon it are universally valid. Yet the
is creative and capable ofworld’s profoundly religious
selfcommunication, precisely as cultures see this exclusion of the
reason. John thus spoke the finafivine from the universality of
word on the biblical concept of réasonas an attack on their most
God, and in this word all the often Profound convictions. A reason
toilsome and tortuous threads ofWhich is deaf to the divine and

biblical faith find their culmi- Which relegates religion into the
nation and synthesis. In the "€@lm of subcultures is incapable

beginning was thieqos and the ©f entering into the dialogue of
Ioggosis %od saygs tshe Evan. cultures. At the same time, as |
gelist. The e'ncounter betweenha\/e attempted to show, modern

scientific reason with its

=oodlemen)dlajmd something odd about our ST
alogjo MSOWI® 80) ale0adwo  university: it had two faculties | . ..
a@e0 aflassmudas »00ema0  devoted to something that did| 4
V1BlenosM. 20801000 a0 not exist: God. That even in the
oM VLodCLEMIE alosom®  face of such radical scepticismit| . iy
agam’ m@mwdamq@@omf is still necessary and reasonable «; .-
21690100 NInOBo QIVHNMD.  to raise the question of God
@O@OHME MBalda]o®Os  through the use of reason, ano
(UMW ODIOG  (aITVE® 8¢ to do so in the context of the
soB0d @allos gruClev®osm. tradition of the Christian faith:

1391-1423 &0e1om  thjs, within the university as a

ed»0emauoadlemoafld ealafl  whole, was accepted without
oyan Manuel Il Palaiologos question.

2lBUGO] DARIAEMSNOlafio | was reminded of all this
210006lcMdN)Olaflo al0TO® &0 racently, when | read the edition|
YEIBUS RLClENS: PP Ky professor Theodore Khoury |«
2060000 H2IVO®. WD of hart of the dialogue carried on|
walaag mmyeele: 9968°lo  perhans in 1391 in the winter

0IO)AD@OEM  (2lMoWo. @O yayracks near Ankara - by the
00 @Y. BONEMOE ailaad

. erudite Byzantine emperor aiologos the Biblical message and Greek>, = :
“Qom"z’m%@@' @ ©0De  Manyel Il Paleologus and an (1391-1423) thought did not happen by IbntrlnsmailtlLy P_Itatohrcuc elem;a_nt
(al@Vo v O 6)<T§ @R AIaTVOM educated Persian on the subject chance. The vision of Saint Paul, ears witnin itseir a questuon

BONANL DIDYP HBHOS)HN)ANY; which points beyond itself and

: _ ~ of Christianity and Islam, and the Naving expressed himself o, saw the roads to Asia barred i :
It is a moving experi- truth of both. It was presumably forcefully, goes on to explain in 5qin 3 dream sawaMacedoniaq?qeyﬁng ﬁhe p&ssabllltles of .]'fs
ence for me to be back again inthe emperor himself who set detail the reasons why spreadlngman plead with him: “Come ove ethodology. Modern scientific

the university and to be abledown this dialogue, during the the faith through violence is 1o Macedonia and help us?” (cf. [co o quite simply has to accept

once again to give a lecture atsiege of Constantinople betweensomething unreasonable.Actsl6:6_lo) _ this vision can be glrfzdratlonal structure of matter

this podium. I think back to those 1394 and 1402: and this would Violence is incompatible with the
years when, after apleasantexplain why his arguments are nature of God and the nature of
period at the Freisinger givenin greater detail than thosethe soul. “God”, he says, “is not
Hochschule, | began teaching atof his Persian interlocutor. The Pleased by blood - and not acting
the University of Bonn. Thatwas dialogue ranges widely over the rez:sonaglytri]s_ ctk))ntraryf Eﬁ God’i;
in 1959, in the days of the old stryctures of faith contained in Nature. Faith is born of the soul, - /
university made up of ordinary the Bible and in the Qur'an, and Not the body. Whoever would Andsolcometomy?vii% 'ﬁaf; :gagquerﬁgﬁgégnbd (t)r?ee
professors. The various chairsdeals especially with the imagelead someone to faith needs theConclusion This attempt, natural sciences to other mgdes
had neither assistants norof God and of man, while abilitytospe_akwellz?mdtoreasonpamted With'broad strokes at:’:land planes of thought - to
secretaries, but in recompenseecessarily returning repeated|yproperly, without \_/lolence and critique of modern reason ,from philosophy and theology. For
there was much direct contactto the relationship between - asthreats... To convince a reaso- vin has nothin . : 2

. . ) g to do with philosophy and, albeit in a
with students and in particular they were called - three “Laws” nable soul, one does not need & i the clock back to the time different way, for theolo
among the professors them-or “rules of life”: the Old Strong arm, or weapons of anygeforg the Enlightenment and listening to thgéreat experie?])éés
selves. We would meet beforeTestament, the New Testamenkind, or any other means of rejecting the ir?sights of the and insights of the religious
and after lessons in the rooms ofand the Qur’an. It is not my threatening a person with d Th i wdraditions of humanity, and those
the teaching staff. There was aintention to discuss this death..”. - cr:}omir('jne?r?i? arg ?gil(:,{v:cisn%?/\?_ of the Christian faith iz’particular
lively exchange with historians, question in the present lecture; The decisive statement ledaed unreyservedl - we are allis a source of knowledge, and t,o
philosophers, philologists and, here | would like to discuss only in this argument against violent 9 y: !

VOUIE . SR . grateful for the marvellous ignore it would be an
naturally, between the two one point - itself rather marginal conversion is this: not to act in nossibilities that it has openedunacceptable restriction of our

theological faculties. Once ato the dial whole -accordance with reason is - isteni i
hescgt i, Ore e e deoge = ke scmance i e o ooy v oo ot
academicuswhen professors of “faith and reason”, | found editor, Theodore Khoury, Progress ;ndk:umar];tﬁ/ that r:-?-SSocrates said to Phaedo. In their
from every faculty appeared interesting and which can serveobserves: For the emperor, as %fﬁgsgran?;eoo gf -Se_sgfn glcearlierconversations, many false
before the students of the entireas the starting-point for my Byzantine shaped by Greek f o v g IIVI ™ y tuphilosophical opinions had been
university, making possible a reflections on this issue. philosophy, this statement is YOUrSelt mentioned, Magniicen o 0% 0 1'so Socrates says: “It
genuine experience afniver- In the seventh Self-evident. But for Muslim F\;]ector—tlrw]ewnléo be obedlehnttp would be easily understandable
sitas - something that you too, conversation edited by Professoteéaching, God is absolutely ! ebtr;t - an ,tt.a;sdsuch,' Ik;[if someone became so annoyed
Magnificent Rector, just Khoury, the emperor touches ontranscendent. His will is not EnI] ° |testhan att ltJ Iedw. 'CN 2t all these false notions that for
mentioned - the experience, inthe theme of the holy war. The bound up with any of our 1fa<t)rr:gscoh _et(_assen 'a _tec_:_srllon he rest of his life he despised
other words, of the fact that emperor must have known that categories, even that of rationa-0' the l:'s lan spirit. ef and mocked all talk about being -
despite our specializations whichsyrah 2, 256 reads: “There is nolity. Here Khoury quotes a work Intention here is not one of )\ ipis way he would be

at times make it difficult to compulsion in religion”. ©f the noted French Islamist R. rel';.re.nchbm?n'? bor dne_ganve deprived of the truth of existence
communicate with each other, weaccording to the experts, this is Arnaldez, who points out that criucism, but ot broadening our 5,4 \yoyld suffer a great loss”.
made up a whole, working in one of the suras of the early!bn Hazn went so far as to stateCONCept of reason and itStpgs \yest has long been
everything on the basis of aperiod, when Mohammed was that God is not bound even by application. While we rejoice in endangered by this aversion to
single rationality with its various stjll powerless and under threat.his own word, and that nothing the new possibilities open 10 yhe questions which underlie its
aspects and sharing responBut naturally the emperor also Would oblige him to reveal the humanity, we also see the ationality, and can only suffer
sibility for the right use of reason knew the instructions, developedtruth to us. Were it God's will, we dangers arising from these great harm thereby. The courage
- this reality became a lived |ater and recorded in the Quran,would even have to practise possibilities and we must askg engage the whole breadth of
experience. The university wasconcerning holy war. Without idolatry. ourselves how we can overcomereason, and not the denial of its
also very proud of its two descending to details, such as the At this point, as far as them. We will succeed in doing grandeur - this is the programme
theological faculties. It was clear difference in treatment accordedunderstanding of God and thusSO only if reason and faith come with which a theology grounded
that, by inquiring about the to those who have the “Book” the concrete practice of religion together in a new way, if we in Biblical faith enters into the
reasonableness of faith, they tocand the “infidels”, he addressesiS concerned, we are faced withovercome the self-imposed debates of our time. “Not to act
carried out a work which is hjs interlocutor with a startling an unavoidable dilemma. Is the“mlt_a_tlon of reason to the reasonably, not to act witbgos
necessarily part of the “whole” prusqueness on the centralconviction that acting unreaso- empirically verifiable, and if we is contrary to the nature of God”,
of the universitas scientiarum question about the relationshipn@bly contradicts God’s nature once more disclose its vastsaid Manuel Il, according to his
even if not everyone could sharepetween religion and violence in merely a Greek idea, or is it horizons. In this sense theology Christian understanding of God,
the faith which theologians seekgeneral, saying: “Show me just @lways and intrinsically true? | rightly belongs in the university in response to his Persian
to correlate with reason as awhat Mohammed brought that believe that here we can see th@_nd within the wide-ranging interlocutor. It is to this great
whole. This profound sense of was new, and there you will find Profound harmony between what dialogue of sciences, not merelylogos to this breadth of reason,
coherence within the universe ofthings only evil and inhuman, IS Greek in the best sense of theas a historical discipline and onethat we invite our partners in the
reason was not troubled, evensych as his command to spreadvord and the biblical under- of the human sciences, butdialogue of cultures. To
when it was once reported that ayy the sword the faith he Standing of faith in God. precisely as theology, as inquiryrediscover it constantly is the
colleague had said there waspreached”. The emperor, afterModifying the first verse of the into the rationality of faith. great task of the university.

d VISION | the correspondence
mterpret_ed asa“dlstlllatlon" of petween our spirit and the
the intrinsic necessity of a preyailing rational structures of

rapprochement between Biblical nature as a given, on which its
faith and Greek inquiry. methodology has to be based.
s Yet the question why this has to
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