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Faith healing row deepens:
Haren Pandya threatens ‘strict action’

The controversy sur- Parishad to jump into the affair.
rounding US-based faith healeThe VHP leadership is believed
Roger Houtsma has come to th¢o have been told, in no uncertain
boil with minister of state for terms, that any plans to confront
Home Haren Pandya accusing hinthe faith healer would draw flak
of violating regulations and thefrom members of other communi-
latter maintaining, “Testimony ties and hence no campaign
and words of the Bible are myshould be carried out.
weapons and | cannot give it ~ In Rajkot, the issue the
away to anyone except Christ.” organisers of Houtsma’s prayer

Asserting “We will take Meetings refused to give a writ-
strict action against the faithten assurance to the police com-
healer if he does not behave,” Mimissioner that ‘miracles’ and ‘tes-
Pandya accused him of using dmonies’ will not farm part of the
spiritual discourse venue inProgramme being organised at
Rajkot to make claims of super-the Race Course ground.
natural powers for healing polio I'am ready to die rather
victims, thereby “misguiding” the than change my words (on mira-
800-strong audience. “HoutsmaF!€ cures).” Houtsma asserted,
invoked the name of Jesus Chrispetting the stage for confronta-

to prove how he had cured fivelion between the organisers of his

s it rayer sessions on one side and
polio victims and a deaf personP :
in violation of his assurance.. »the police, the VHP and the Jan

Mr Pandya said. thﬁy?n Jatha volunteers on the
“Houtsma has been is-OtNe" . L
Police commissioner

sued show-cause notice undeé .
; " L - 'Sudhir Sinha told TOINS that Rev
Section 33(1),” the minister sald,T K Joseph, pastor of a Rajkot

adding, it is surprising that he ]
went to such an extent despite hautrc‘PHSri?jgj'rsb{ﬂg;?r?;ra%m:jn
High COl’J\lrt:u“T.g' t th be confined to rendering of reli-
. ot ruling out th€ pos- gin,5 hymns devotees’ offerings.
sibility of Houtsma using the 0C- 110"\ deting was called off after
casion to convert people to Chrlsha|f an hour. The organisers, m
tianity, the minister said, “An or- yho meanwhile, have faxed a letter
ganisation called Twenty Coastal Congress president Sonia Gan-
Church had s_ponsored the Proghi, President, President K R
gramme in which Brother Nathanyarayanan, Prime Minister Atal
from the US, Peter Orman frompenarj vajpayee and Union Home
Ahmedabad and Father JosefﬂlinisterLKAdvaniclaiming that
from Rajkot took an active part.” yjyp . Bajrang Dal demonstrations

The minister claimed it had prevented smooth conduct of
was the first time that action wasednesday’s meeting.

being initiated against so-called Earlier, Mr Sinha had is-
faith healers. “These people gensyed a notice to the organisers
erally garner a huge amount byasking them to explain why the
using such occasions to fool peopermission granted for prayer
ple,” said a senior official, add-meeting should not be withdrawn.
ing,” In Rajkot, a rationalist it was to be replied to by after-
society had come forward to denoon. However, the organisers
mand action against Houtsma.” sought time to go to court. They

Meanwhile, itis reliably pleaded the commissioner
learnt that strict instructions haveshould not stop their meetings,
been issued by the Home miniseontending it was an attack on the
try to the Rajkot police authori- fundamental right to offer prayers
ties not to allow the Vishwa Hindu at any place.
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Pentecostal historys. e

AD 130 Through the influence of the Christian Union three mérchard, TX, and a visitor from Houston, Mrs. John C.
Irenaeus makes a reference to the “charismaté&came interested, one Methodist, two Baptists. The th@&ahoun invited Parham there. The revival spread
“Wherefore, also, those who are in truth the discipledaimed an experience like that of John Wesley. Théyoughout the area. To train workers, Parham opened a
receiving grace from Him, do in His name performpreached in homes, in the open, and under brush arbf@ith Bible school in Houston, one of the students was a
[miracles].... Some do certainly and truly drive out devils.At the same time, in Camp Creek, Cherokee County, Nobtlack holiness preacher named W. J. Seymour.

Others have foreknowledge of things to come; they serolina, a group of Baptists began to meet in their honi€95

visions and utter prophetic expressions. Others still, hé@ prayer, singing, testimonies. The “three” found theielsh Revival. Probably the most significant predecessor
the sick by laying their hands upon them.” way there, the revival began. Using the “Sheartr the Pentecostal revival in America was the revival in
AD 156 Schoolhouse”, they spoke from the Scriptures and th@iales. Prayerful preparation had gone on for many years,
Montanus fought against the liturgical and officiaéxperience, with much prayer and fasting. The meetirigs the spark was kindled through a young miner by the
ministry swing in the church. He called upon his followetsegan with singing, then testimonies, then prayer, witame of Evan Roberts. In the fall of 1904 he felt compelled
to live in a state of frequent ecstasy and vision. everyone praying aloud all at once; then followed thierough a vision to return home from the college he was
AD 160 discourse, and an altar call. attending. At 26, he had already spent 13 years praying
Tertullian also makes an ambiguous reference: “Now @lihe people felt a strange exaltation that intermittentfgr a visitation of the Holy Spirit. Getting permission from
these signs are forthcoming from my side without amyerflowed in weeping and shouting. Their emotionals pastor, Evan spoke to a small group who remained

difficulty.” expression frequently became even more demonstratfedipwing the regular prayer meeting at Moriah Chapel in
AD 345-407 for many danced in spiritual ecstasy or trance as tHegughor. Even though this first meeting was a
Chrysostom: Charismatic gifts almost disappeared.  were deeply moved by a sense of salvation and well beirgjSappointment, more people gathered the next night at a
AD 5th century to Reformation. The Christian Union moved to North Carolina where tlgnall mission chapel nearby; they heard Evan speak
Manifestations were almost nonexistent. Some accouf® became one. concerning being filled with the Holy Spirit. Each night

of Spirituals who preached against the worldliness of tf}£1896, some spoke in tongues. Spurling, hearing of that week he preached, and on Sunday evening 60 young
clergy, the hyperinstitutionalism; and who were therfevival, rushed back, and one of the first to be fillepeople committed themselves to Christ. The following
selves rather quick to respond to what they thought wetgwds grew, many were healed:; the opposition begamight the meeting lasted until 3 a.m. - it had been an unusual

the direct impulses of the Holy Spirit. form. However, a major feature of this movement was thexture of repentance and joy. Just twelve days after
16th century . o burden or evangelism. “There was a sense of immediddybert’s first meeting with 17 people, over 800 tried to get
Radical Anabaptists in Germany - speaking in tongugsd urgency in reaching beyond the confines of theo the little Moriah chapel. People began opening their
were reported, though infrequently. mountains with the gospel of redemption, holiness, ahdmes for prayer meetings - these soon overflowed into
17th century . o the Spirit filled life. Following reports of revivals conductethe streets. The revival fervor spread to nearby Aberdare
Camisards and Jansenists in France - again infrequiiling the past year was a period of consecration feere Evan and five Spirit filled women (ages 18-20), and
speaking in tongues. evangelism during the coming year. The session wathan to over two dozen other cities and towns.
18th century ) B time of much weeping so heavy lay the passion for sot@pontaneous prayer meetings began in the mines,
Shakers in America. Mother Ann Lee “was often founghon their hearts.” factories, schools and shops. Even the amusement parks
singing or praying in an unknown tongue. Respectingog were filled with a holy awe as brigades of evangelists

such as speak in an unknown tongue, they have a strgpgjonn Alexander Dowie, Zion, Ill. Born in Edinburghswept through them. Men who entered taverns to order
faith in this gift; and think a person greatly favored Whcotland, in 1847, he emigrated to Australia where Henks left them untouched as conviction and the fear of
has the gift of tongues; and at certain times, when figcame pastor of a congregational church in 1872. Ged came upon them.”

mind is overloaded with a fiery strong zeal, it must hay@qan to preach “divine healing”, an preached in strd805

vent some way or other; their faith, or belief, at the timgeetings for which he was arrested and imprisoned. @hile and Brazil. A Chicago doctor by the name of Willis
being in this gift, and a will strikes the mind according 97y as 20,000 attended his healing services. In 1888Huver, now a Methodist missionary and District
their faith; and then such break out in a fiery, energefigme 1o the U.S., and in 1896 founded the “CathoBuperintendent for Chile, heard about an unusual revival
manner, and fpeak they know not what, as | have dWﬁ?)stolic Church”, and established headquarters in Zionindia. Breaking out among the students in a girls’ school
several times. in 1900. in Puna, this move of God yielded many reports of trances,
801 . .., 1901 visions, dreams, prophecies and speaking in tongues. One
Cane Ridge, Kentucky, Pre;bytenan camp meeting “ab arles Fox Parham, director of Bethel Bible Collegef Hoover’'s members in the Valparaiso Methodist church,
three thousand pgople fellin the state of trance, an of eka, KA. Bornin lowa 1873, felt a call into the ministrg simple watchman, had a dream in which he was instructed
hundreds were given to s‘ucrjﬂdemonstratlons as Jerk'ggage nine. At 14 became an exhorter in the Methodisgo to his pastor and tell him to call the spiritual people
rolling, dancing, and barking™. church, at 16 enrolled in college for training for the ministripgether for a daily prayer meeting. In this dream, Jesus
|18730 Port Gl Scotland. T After switching to the study of medicine, was afflictedaid, “I intend to baptize them with tongues of fire.” These
rvggr]]tor}_moveg&ent,d Ior. aSgo‘f.’I'( SOthanh' gngq h rheumatic fever, which he thought was brought é&h00 a.m. parsonage prayer meetings resulted in an unusual,
anc hea In%s. WEg rving was hl euKanSt e aPt' his rebellion, prayed for healing, was restored, finishbibtoric revival which soon spread to the country’s capital
pre;i_arm%tte WI?y' omg;galr}stt IS KIr T‘?]SS'%” * College at age 19 and began ministry in the Methodgsty of Santiago. There were reports of dancing, spiritual
gon inue h 0 ah %W spea ITQ md ?ngr]ples. deth egt rch in Kansas. visions, “they spoke in angelic languages, prophesying
cr?:riasrr?\a(t:icgrgo in iggr;ﬁe(l:):saen se?vicléns iﬁrt]he E)?hi?)i the Methodist and from then on championed “nombout this great spiritual revival. The Holy Spirit took
Hall. Irvin ités believed that tEeir“s eaking in tongue ominationalism”. In 1898 opened a “faith home” ithem into the streets. The authorities took them to the
Was.the s%me as reported at Pentgcost gnd evigen(i_é)gﬁka’ and sponsored a magazine, “The Apostaficlice stations as arrested prisoners, but they continued
Spirit baptism. Speaking in tongues Was'deemed to b a% ." He opened an informal Bible School in ato dance in the stations, speaking with other tongues and
prerequisite fc;r the operation of the nine gifts. For the inished mansion known as “Stone's folly". Bethel Biblprophesying to the same authorities. \We were persecuted
the “Charismata” are a permanent posseséion of llege was only open for one year, dedicated to tfrem many directions, and were cast out of the Methodlst
church, withheld at times due to unfaithfulness. They wd ensive study of the Bible in a spiritual atmosphere temples because their pastors would not accept this form
forced to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church. and 8ve|op an effective witness for Christ. 40 students frashrevival. They treated us like crazy men.” )
established a new denomination called the “C’Zathoﬁ‘cvariety of denominational backgrounds, and mosffjis movement has continued so that it is expected that if
Apostolic Church.” mature, some of whom had already been involvedtire present growth pattern persists, by the turn of the
1896 ’ ministry. The Bible was the only text, emphasis on prayegntury Chile’s population will be 50% Pentecostal.
William Bryant, a layman. Cherokee County Nortgnd practical service - Parham’s mission and horiiae beginnings of the Pentecostal movement in Brazil are
Carolina. “Somé of the worshippers were ‘so eﬁraptur\é'&'tat'on' After studying topics such as repentancalso dramatic. Two Swedish immigrants in South Bend
with the One to whom they prayed that they were curiou§gnVersion. sanctification, healing, and the secoitliana attended a small Pentecostal prayer meeting in
exercised by the Holy spirit, speaking in languag ming, the students were assigned the topic of the Biblisdlich a prophesy directed them to go to “Para” as
unknown to those who heara the ecstatic utterancelvidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Parham returnerissionaries. At the Chicago Library they found out that
This revival took place near the Tennessee, North Caro December 31, 1900, and the students reported ttigis name belonged to a province in northeast Brazil. A
boarder. Richard G. Spurling, Baptist Church pastor Rdings. ] ) later prophecy told these two to go to a particular site in
Cokercreek, Monroe County, 'Ilennessee, concerned al es Ozman was the first student to experience tHew York City where an unknown man would meet them.
traditionalism, legalism, ecclesiolatry, called a conferenfé/ness of the Holy spirit with the evidence of speakirithey simply obeyed, a man appeared to give them the
in 1886 at the Barney Creek Meetinghouse. A union whdongues. Other students began to seek, although urereaict amount of money to buy one way tickets to Brazil.
formed to reassert the intrinsic doctrines of the Bible aR¥ AgNes “not to seek tongues, but to seek for the Hdlliey traveled by steamer in 1910, and began attending a
the vital matters of Christian service, to “restore primitivgnost.” small Baptist church in Belem, Para. Soon the Spirit fell
Christianity and bring about the union of alfn evangelistic crusade was launched to spread thith gifts of healing and tongues; their meetings were
denominations.” Eight persons responded to corfiessage. Parham held meetings in Nevada, Missouririoved to the basement, but before long almost everybody
forward, those “desirous to be free from all man-mad@03, and then in El Dorado Springs. Mary Arthur fronvas in the basement, and the sanctuary was nearly empty!
creeds and traditions . . . willing to take the New Testamé&rlena was prayed for and healed of seriously impailde to the ensuing tension, an 18 member “Assembly of
for your only rule of faith and practice.” vision. She invited Parham to Galena, first meeting in H@od (prior to the U.S. Assemblies of God) was organized.
Richard G. Spurling died shortly after the Christian UnidiPme, then in a tent, and finally in the “Grand Lead@his church now exceeds 30,000; the number of
was formed; his son took over, travelled by foot iRuilding” seating 2,000. 800 were converted, over 1,08@ntecostals in Brazil now numbers more than 13 million.
Tennessee and North Carolina, “preaching to individudigaled, and many filled with the Spirit with speaking iAccording to one account, in 1900 Protestants numbered
he met in the way, debating with antagonistic preachei@pgues. 50,000 in all of Latin America. By 2,000 it is expected that
praying and weeping constantly, winning what fefn invitation came from Texas from Walter Oyler and hihis number will have swollen to 100 million, 75% of them
converts he could.” wife who had been in Galena, MO. A revival was held lbeing Pentecostal.
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